
 

 

The first day of school is quickly approaching.  I hope all 

our students and families are having a great summer.  

The summer has been very busy at Central planning for 

another great school year.  We are creating homeroom 

rosters, teacher schedules, hiring staff, cleaning the 

school, purchasing and organizing supplies, upgrading 

technology, and reviewing all the procedures.  We have 

several opportunities to help our students transition back 

to school.  They are outlined on page 2. 

 

Central 

Scoop 

Back to School Edition 

From the Desk of Dr. Kern 
August 2019 

Important Dates 

Welcome Back! 

August 13:  Homeroom 

teacher assignments via 

Infinite Campus 
 

August 15:  Bus/Van info 

accessible via Infinite 

Campus 
 

August 16:  Grades K-5 new 

student orientation at 9:00 

a.m. in Central’s cafeteria.  

 

August 19:  Faculty and 

staff first day of school. 
 

August 22:  Students First 

Day and Kindergarten 

Orientation 
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WELCOME 

BACK 

byline 

[Name] 

 

New Student Orientation, August 

16th In Central’s Cafeteria @ 9:00 am: 

This is for new incoming students entering 

grades K-5.  Students and families will 

have the opportunity to learn about 

Central, tour the school, and meet other 

new students.  Kindergarten students are 

welcome to attend especially if the family 

is new to Central and wants to learn more 

about the school in general.  Kindergarten 

specific information is shared during 

Kindergarten Orientation on August 22. 
 

 

First Day of School For Grades 1-5, 

August 22nd:  We spend the first several 

days of school assisting children to become 

acclimated to the location of their new 

classroom and other important spaces in 

the building.  We review bus room 

procedures and what to do when arriving 

and leaving the building.  Teachers are 

stationed at doors and hallways to escort 

our students to their designated bus room 

until they become comfortable.  Students 

sit by homerooms, then teachers escort 

their classes to their rooms. Bus riders 

will enter the front of the school and 

students who ride a van or are driven will 

enter on the left side of the building.  It is 

helpful if students know their homeroom 

teachers name.  Don’t worry if they forget, 

we have rosters to help us organize 

everyone. 

  

Let’s Get Acquainted (LGA):  Please 

note the date of your child’s grade level 

information night on next page.  I 

encourage you to attend because the 

homeroom teachers will provide a brief 

overview of the curriculum and their 

expectations.  We will also have some key 

support personnel available so that you 

can become familiar with the services in 

place to support student success in the 

classroom. 

Grade 1:  If your child attended our 

Kindergarten, they had the opportunity at 

the end of last year to stay for lunch and 

practice entering a lunch number.  It is 

helpful to review this with your child until 

they have memorized their number.  We 

will have several staff helping during 

Grade 1 lunch to ensure a smooth 

transition and make sure all students 

become comfortable with the procedures.  

Again, if they forget their number we will 

have our lists with us. 

 

Kindergarten Orientation, August 22: 

Held on the first day of school.  Parents 

and their child should plan to attend the 

timeframe your child is assigned to attend 

kindergarten. 
 

9:00-9:45 am      Morning Kindergarten 

10:15-11:00 am  Afternoon Kindergarten 
 

We look forward to working in partnership 

with you to achieve a successful school 

year for all of our children. 
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New to Central: 

 Susan Lindsay:  Kindergarten Teacher 

 Jacqueline Mason: Floating Health Office Nurse 

 TBD: Central’s Building Substitute 

 TBD:  Floater Substitute 

Internal Changes: 

 Ashley Petok: Moved from 4th to 3rd grade 

 Mary Mlinarich: Moved from K to 1st grade 

 Jen Morgan: Moved from 2nd to 1st grade 

 Jamie Glogowski: Elementary School Nurse 

 

Please Note: 
 

One day a month elementary only has an Early Dismissal 

at 1:30 pm.  Here are the dates: 
 

Friday, September 13  Thursday, February 13 

Friday, October 11   Thursday, March 12 

Wednesday, November 27  Wednesday, April 8 

Friday, December 20   Friday, May 15.  

Friday, January 17 
 

In addition, there will be at 12:30 pm early dismissal on 

Thursday, November 7 for parent-teacher conferences. 

 

School Supplies: 
 

Central PTO has partnered with Office Depot to fulfill all 

of your school supplies needs at discount prices. There are 

three options: online, in-store or purchase on your own. All 

you need is to go online and create a personal account on 

Office Depot’s website. Find grade level lists and 

instructions on Central’s main webpage. Happy shopping!  

 

 

Joining Central’s team… 
 

The Elementary Administrative Team initially used the 

Applitrack system to screen over 800 applications for 

elementary contract and substitute positions.  After those 

applications were screened and reviewed, about 50 were 

invited for an initial interview.  Of those a select group 

were invited back for a more extensive interview during 

Round 2.  A select few participated in Round 3 competing 

for a contract position.  I am excited and proud to 

announce the prevailing candidates.   

Let’s Get Acquainted 

Parents Only Event 

*LGA Grades 3-5 

August 28 from 6-7 pm  
 

*LGA Grades K-2 

August 29 from 6-7 pm 
 

PTO Meeting 

September 19 at 7:00 pm in 

the Central Cafeteria.  Learn 

about PTO opportunities & 

volunteer training 

immediately following. 
 

Open House: 

Grades 3-5:  October 10 

Grades K-2:  October 17 

 

Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

November 7 and 8 (sign-up 

early at Let’s Get 

Acquainted, schedules will be 

displayed in the main lobby) 

Save the Date 
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PLEASE REVIEW 

 

TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 
 

All students in grades 2-5 will have their own District 

issued device.  Students in grades 2 and 3 will have an 

iPad and students in grades 4 and 5 will have a HP 

ProBook. Previous Central students entering Grades 3-

5 should bring their District issued iPad or HP ProBook 

with them on the first day of school.  Students entering  

Grade 4 should bring their iPad with the cover, 

charging cord and outlet cube.  We will exchange the 

iPad and accessories for an HP ProBook.  All newly 

issued devices will be distributed the week of 

September 3rd.  Kindergarten and Grade 1 students will 

have access to share iPads in their classroom as the 

teachers deems appropriate. 
 

 

PLAYGROUND 
 

Thank you to all who participated in PTO sponsored 

Apples for Education and Box Tops.  We purchased 

some new items for recess.  We added Lawn Jenga, 

Tetherball, Cornhole, and scooters, …….to name a few.  
 

 

COURTYARD 
 

Thank you to HAEE and the Spectroscopy Society for 

their generous donations; we have begun to redesign the 

back courtyard into the new Outdoor Science and 

Engineering Learning Lab.  The front courtyard 

renovation with begin in the spring. 
 

 

PHYSCIAL ACTIVITY/SENSORY HALLWAY 
 

Thank you to Highmark for awarding us a grant to 

create an indoor/outdoor Physical Activity Sensory Path 

for students to utilize when they need sensory 

stimulation, brain breaks, or extra movement when 

they are transitioning between classes.  These paths 

will provide students with opportunities to:  incorporate 

physical movement on a daily basis and meet physical 

sensory stimulation needs of young learners.  A 

committee of faculty will work to brainstorm together to 

figure out the best hallway for this fun and engaging 

way to naturally get some physical activity during our 

daily routines. 

 

MEAL PRICING 

 

Review the following 

documents and forms found 

on Central’s website, click 

Parent Resources: 

 

 Parent Handbook 

 Behavior Expectations 

 Official Note to 

Central Elementary  

 Travel Form 

 Cafeteria Online 

payment and menu 

information 

 

Breakfast and lunch menus 

are posted monthly on our 

website.  The cost of a meal is 

as follows: 
 

Breakfast:  $1.15 

Lunch:  $2:30 
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COMMUNICATION VENUES 
 

It is our desire to keep families informed of 

the plethora of timelines, activities, 

opportunities, and general information that 

occur over the course of a school year.  We use 

many different venues to communicate this 

information. 
 

Infinite Campus: Hampton uses this system 

to communicate information such as teacher 

assignments, attendance calls, grades for 

students in grades 2-12, and outreach/ 

emergency information. If you have not 

received information to set up your Parent 

Account, the please call Central 

Elementary, 412-492-6320. Please note: If 

you have older children and have already 

activated your Parent Portal account, you do 

not have to do it again. Your account, once 

activated, is your account for all of your 

HTSD children. If you previously activated 

your account, but forget your user name 

and/or password, please contact Karen 

Wheeler in Administration at: Wheeler@ht-

sd.org or 412-492-6321.  
 

Scoop (Weekly Packet): Central’s online 

weekly communication with all updated 

information and calendar changes. It is 

published on Central’s website every 

Thursday. Go to Central’s webpage, on the 

right click on weekly packets to see current 

and past editions of our Scoop. Each 

Thursday, Central will use Infinite Campus 

to send the link to the current Scoop. If there 

is a flyer that would need sent home in paper 

form, we typically send these home on 

Thursday’s.  
 

Wall Calendar: They are mailed to all 

families with District information and events 

that are similar to all three elementary 

schools.  Always refer to the Scoop or our 

website in the event a change has been made. 

 

Central Calendar Dates List: Central 

specific event dates provided at the beginning 

of the year.  Also, found on Central’s website. 

Email Addresses/Phone Numbers: 

Please don’t hesitate to call/email if you 

have questions or concerns.  Email 

addresses and phone numbers are found 

on our website. 
 

PTO (Parent Teacher Organization): 

Information regarding PTO membership, 

opportunities and meeting schedule will 

come home the first week of school. 

 

 

SCHOOL GATE GUARDIAN 
 

Friendly reminder that we use School 

Gate Guardian as our visitor tracking 

and badging system. For entry into the 

school, visitors will have their driver’s 

license scanned so please remember to 

bring your driver’s license with you if 

entering the building. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

Reporting Absences 

Dial 412/486-6000 and 

listen to the directions for 

reporting student absence 

and to leave a voicemail 

message.  Include the 

following information:  

child’s name, teacher’s 

name, reason for absence.  

Homework may be 

requested after the second 

day of illness. 

  

Looking forward to a great year! 

 

Back to School Packet 

 
Look for the following information that will come home 

with your child the first day of school.  Some of the items 

need returned. 

 

 Additional Calendar Dates 

 Authorization for Release Form 

 Health Card 

 Behavior Expectations Signature Page 

 Free/Reduced Lunch Program Information 

 Computer Use Policy 

 Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

 PTO Family Packet 

 

                              
 

School doors open at 8:00 am and close at 3:30 pm, if 

you are in need of before or after school care, the YMCA 

offers a program that is housed at the Middle School.  

They also have bus transportation to and from the 

Hampton elementary schools.  In addition, they offer a 

Kindergarten Wrap Program that runs opposite of our 

PM kindergarten.  Neither of these programs are run by 

HTSD, we offer our facilities for your convenience.  

Please contact their Youth Development Business Office 

directly if interested, 412-573-4166. 


