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perience for the workforce. “Projects-based
learning is an important part of what goes on
in the workforce,” said Mr. Geraghty.

2017-2018 Annual Report
Hampton Township
School District

A Message from the Superintendent of Schools
Snapshots of Success in the Hampton Township School District

In the Hampton Township School District, collaboration and innovation are more than just educational terms featured in our mission statement.
They truly are a way of thinking and learning for
our students, and play a prominent role in everything we do as educators at HTSD.
I never cease to be amazed by the talents of our
students at HTSD in academics, the arts and
athletics. In each of those domains, our students
soar. The 2017-2018 School Year was another extremely successful year, with many accomplishments to celebrate.
Some of our academic accomplishments received
notable external accolades this year, including a
recent ranking by the Pittsburgh Business Times.
In a recent analysis from the Pittsburgh Business
Times, Hampton High School was named top
performer as the highest-scoring high school on
the 2018 Keystone Exams. The rankings place
Hampton at number one regionally, up from the
number seven spot just last year. Hampton also
earned the number six spot statewide, up from
number 38 the previous year. The rankings included the analysis of 675 schools statewide and
125 schools (public and charter) in the region.
Counties included in the regional ranking include
Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette,
Greene, Washington and Westmoreland. Keystone Exams are administered by the state Department of Education and are designed to test
students’ skills in algebra, literature and biology.
Students earn an advanced, proficient, basic or
below basic ranking based on their Keystone
Exam results. Hampton High School had the most
students who scored as advanced or proficient on
the exams, earning it the number one ranking in
the state.
Hampton also was formally recognized as a Common Sense School by Common Sense Media.
This recognition further validates that Hampton
is working tirelessly to create a culture of digital
teaching and digital citi zenship in our schools.
Dr. Ruben Puentedura, the developer of the “Substitution Augmentation, Modification, Redefinition

(SAMR) Model” visited Hampton to conduct professional development in instructional technology
with our staff. Dr. Puentedura is in high demand
by educators around the world. His SAMR Model
provides guidance to educators on best practices
for implementing transformative technology into
the classroom in a way that enhances teaching
and learning.
For the second year in a row, Hampton was
among the school districts participating in the
Remake Learning Days event. The event focuses
regionally on innovation in education. Visitors to
Hampton’s event were able to interact with students as they demonstrated the transformative
learning experiences they engaged in throughout
the year. At the event, Hampton Middle School
unveiled its Innovation Studio, which was made
possible through a very generous grant from the
Hampton Alliance for Educational Excellence
(HAEE). The studio is the catalyst for a number of
transformative lessons, teaching our students the
value of creative problem-solving and innovation.
Another success of the 2017-2018 School Year
of which I am particularly proud was our ability
to incorporate the arts into everyday learning opportunities. We also celebrated the arts through
a number of school-community events, including
the Hues and Harmony event held in March.
Over the course of the year, HTSD also participated in a thorough yearlong self-evaluation of
our arts program, facilitated by the Arts Education
Collaborative of Pittsburgh. The purpose of the
self-evaluation was to examine the many facets
of music and art programming at HTSD, and to
ascertain strengths and areas to focus on moving
forward. Our High School musical production of
“Nice Work If You Can Get It” was nominated for
Gene Kelly Awards in 11 categories and received
five awards on May 25 at the Benedum Center in
Pittsburgh. Our High School Drumline also shined
this past year, commissioning an original piece
titled “Beacons of Light” in honor of the legacy of
volunteer drumline instructor Ryan McCutcheon,
who died in an automobile accident last fall. The
piece debuted nationally at the spring band concert.
Hampton also accomplished many outstanding
achievements in athletics in 2017-2018.

Among the notable achievements are:
• In the fall, boys’ and girls’ soccer, girls’ volleyball
and golf qualified for the WPIAL playoffs;
• In the winter, girls’ basketball earned the section
championship title; wrestling qualified for the WPIAL team championships; varsity cheerleading’s
competitive spirt team competed in the WPIAL
championships and qualified for the PIAA championship; and Adrienne White finished second,
earning a silver medal in the WPIAL diving championships and 11 at the PIAA championships.
• In the spring, the girls’ track and field, girls’ lacrosse and boys’ lacrosse earned section championships; the track and field, softball, baseball
and boys’ tennis qualified for the WPIAL championships. Ted Donegan and Ben Ringeisen earned
section championships in boys’ tennis doubles
and were silver medalists in the WPIAL championships. Our girls’ lacrosse team also was named
the WPIAL champions.
Hampton was also named the 2017-2018 WPIAL/
PIAA Sportsmanship Award Winner. It is the fourth
time Hampton has been selected as the winner
since 2009. As a recipient of the award, Hampton
was recognized during the WPIAL Sportsmanship
Summit on Nov. 15, 2018 at the Heinz History
Center and Sports Museum. The PIAA Sportsmanship Banner that accompanies Hampton’s
selection as the 2017-2018 award winner was
presented to representatives of Hampton High
School during the ceremony.
WPIAL/PIAA Sportsmanship Award Winner. It is
the fourth time Hampton has been selected as the
winner since 2009. As a recipient of the award,
Hampton was recognized during the WPIAL
Sportsmanship Summit on Nov. 15, 2018 at the
Heinz History Center and Sports Museum. The
PIAA Sportsmanship Banner that accompanies
Hampton’s selection as the 2017-2018 award winner was presented to representatives of Hampton
High School during the ceremony.
These successes and others are the direct result
of collaboration and support among the District
Leadership Team, faculty and staff, students, parents and members of the Hampton community.
Thank you for the ongoing support and for being
a part of our team!
Michael Loughead , Ed .D.
Superintendent of Schools
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About the hampton township school district
Hampton Township, located 10 miles north of Pittsburgh, is a flourishing suburban community of over 18,000
residents. The three elementary schools, middle school and high school have a neighborhood feel and are staffed
by caring adults who seek to continue Hampton’s rigorous academic “Tradition of Excellence.” The following
is a compilation of facts and figures about the Hampton Township School District as of September 28, 2018:

Total Number of Students: 2,823
Elementary Level: 1,167
Middle School Level: 642
High School Level: 1,014
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Total Number of Teachers: 202
Elementary Level: 80
Middle School: 54
High School: 68

Total Number of School Counselors: 8
Elementary Level: 2
Middle School: 2
High School: 4
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Total Number of Support Staff: 72
Elementary Level: 35
Middle School: 16
High School: 21

Admin. Center: 11
Total Number of Administrators: 19
Millage Rate: 18.95 mills
District Coverage: 16 square miles
County: Allegheny
Number of Student Days in School Year: 185
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Total Number of Nurses: 5
Total Number of RtII Specialists: 8
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Mission Statement
Hampton Township School District works collaboratively with the community to support all children in becoming
creative and innovative problem-solvers and communicators. The District maintains high expectations by furthering our Tradition of Excellence as our students develop the knowledge, character and integrity to impact the world.
www.ht-sd.org 				
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AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS
HTSD Ranked Among Top 10 School Districts in PA

For the 10th year in a row, the Hampton Township School District has been ranked one of the top 10 school districts in Pennsylvania, according
to the Pittsburgh Business Times 2018 Guide to Western Pennsylvania’s School Districts. The annual Honor Roll ranks the 105 schools in a
seven-county region based on three years of state standardized test scores. Regionally, HTSD earned the number seven spot. Copies of the
full report are available online at the Pittsburgh Business Times.
Hampton Top Performer on 2018 Keystone Exams

In a recent analysis from the Pittsburgh Business Times, Hampton High School was named top performer as the highest-scoring high school on
the 2018 Keystone Exams. The rankings place Hampton at number one regionally, up from the number seven spot just last year. Hampton also
earned the number six spot statewide, up from number 38 the previous year. The rankings included the analysis of 675 schools statewide and
125 schools (public and charter) in the region. Counties included in the regional ranking include Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette,
Greene, Washington and Westmoreland. Keystone Exams are administered by the state Department of Education and are designed to test
students’ skills in algebra, literature and biology. Students earn an advanced, proficient, basic or below basic ranking based on their Keystone
Exam results. Hampton High School had the most students who scored as advanced or proficient on the exams, earning it the number one
ranking in the region.
According to the results released by the state Department of Education, Hampton High School had:
• 52.4 percent of students score advanced and 39.8 percent of students score as proficient on the 2018 Algebra Keystone Exam;
• 34.4 percent of students earn an advanced rating and 60.7 percent earn a proficient rating on the 2018 Literature Keystone Exam; and
• 62.8 percent of students score at advanced level and 27.9 percent score at proficient level on the 2018 Biology Keystone Exam.
“I’m proud of the continued hard work of the students and K-12 educators and staff,” said Dr. Marguerite Imbarlina, High School Principal. “This
achievement begins with the support of our entire community, and the clear focus on doing our best for the students we serve.”
Dr. Imbarlina noted that Keystone Exams are only one indicator of student success. “Our students achieve in a multitude of ways – in and out
of the classroom – and we’re proud of everything they accomplish through hard work and determination.”
Hampton Middle School Receives “Schools to Watch” Designation

The Hampton Township Middle School is has received the distinguished honor of being designated
a 2019 “Schools to Watch.” Schools to Watch is a program that rewards exemplary Middle Grades
Schools in Pennsylvania and is administered by PA Don Eichhorn Schools in partnership with the
Pennsylvania Association for Middle Level Education, Duquesne University, Edinboro University
and the Horace Mann Service Corporation.
Hampton Middle School is one of three schools for 2019 joining 38 other Pennsylvania middle-grades schools previously recognized.
“I could not be prouder of all of the faculty, staff, students, and community of Hampton Middle
School,” said HMS Principal Mrs. Marlynn Lux. “This ‘Schools to Watch’ designation confirms what
I already knew about our extraordinary middle school. This prestigious recognition is a testament to the staff’s
hard work and commitment to their students. It is an honor for me to work in such a positive and inspiring middle school.”
Schools that are designated as “Schools to Watch” are selected by state leaders for their academic excellence, developmental responsiveness,
social equity and organizational structures and processes. Among the accolades listed by the Schools to Watch team which conducted the visit
to and evaluation of Hampton Middle School is the school’s positive teaching environment, positive climate and culture, and building administrators with a passion for middle level best practices.
“Under the Extraordinary leadership of Mrs. Lux, Hampton Middle School fully deserves this prestigious recognition,” said Dr. Michael Loughead,
Superintendent of Schools. “We believe our faculty, staff and students are a wonderful representation of Hampton’s Tradition of Excellence.”
Bruce Vosburgh, President of the National Forum, as well as the PA State STW Director, stated, “We congratulate these schools for being places
that do great things for all of their students. These schools demonstrate that high-performing middle grades schools are places that focus on
academic growth and achievement. They are also places that recognize the importance of meeting the needs of all of their students and ensure
that every child has access to a challenging, high-quality education.”
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AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS
HTSD Ranked Top School District in Pittsburgh Area
Niche.com has ranked the Hampton Township School District among the top school districts in the Pittsburgh region.
In its 2019 Best School Districts in the Pittsburgh Area rankings, Niche placed Hampton in the number seven spot, with an overall A-plus score.
Niche.com bases its rankings on a rigorous analysis of key statistics and millions of reviews from students and parents using data from the U.S.
Department of Education. Ranking factors include state test scores, college readiness, graduation rates, SAT/ACT scores, teacher quality and
public school district ratings.

Hampton High School Named 2016 National Blue Ribbon School
The Hampton Township School District was named a National Blue Ribbon School for 2016.
On Sept. 28, 2016 U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King Jr. congratulated the 329 schools
being honored as National Blue Ribbon Schools. Schools are selected for the honor based on
their overall academic excellence or their progress in closing achievement gaps among student
subgroups. According to the U.S. Department of Education, the award is confirmation of the hard
work of students, educators, families and communities in creating safe and welcoming schools,
where students master challenging content.
All schools are recognized in one of two performance categories:
• Exemplary High Performing Schools – schools in this category are among their state’s
highest-performing schools as measured by state assessments or nationally-normed tests.
• Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing Schools – schools in this category are among their state’s
highest-performing schools in closing the achievement gaps between a school’s subgroups and all students over the
past five years.
Placement is based on all student scores, subgroup student scores and graduation rates. Hampton High School is being recognized as an
Exemplary High Performing School.
During its 34 years, the National Blue Ribbon Schools Program has bestowed this coveted award on fewer than 8,500 schools. Only 420
schools nationwide may be nominated each year. On November 7 and 8, the 279 public and 50 private schools being named as 2016 recipients
were formally recognized by the U.S. Department of Education at an awards ceremony in Washington, D.C.

Hampton High School Teacher Named 2018 Outstanding Educator
High School Enrichment Facilitator Mr. Scott Stickney received the 2018 Outstanding Educator Award from the Pennsylvania Association for Gifted Educators.
Mr. Stickney was nominated for this award by one of his students, Chris Ference, who
collected recommendation letters from several of Mr. Stickney’s colleagues. Mr. Stickney
will be recognized at the 66th Annual PAGE Conference at the end of November.
“I am very proud of the honor and know that I could not accomplish the things I have at
Hampton without the support of the teachers who have seen enrichment as a cooperative endeavor that leads to the betterment of their students and their curricula,” said
Mr. Stickney of his award.
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ACHIEVEMENT REPORT
The Hampton Township School District is known for its academic excellence and its desire to challenge students to become creative and innovative problem-solvers and communicators.
The District continually has been ranked among the best in the state and also performs well in national rankings. The Pittsburgh Business Times
ranked Hampton High School at number one regionally and number six statewide for its performance on the 2018 Keystone Exams. When
compared with the top 10 schools on this list, Hampton is holding steady in its ELA, Math and Science achievements at all levels.
Our A.W. Beattie Career Center students have some of the highest National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI) scores in the
area. Of the Hampton students who took the NOCTI exam in 2018, 88 percent scored in the competent/advanced category.
Members of the Class of 2018 scored above average on the SAT and ACT. Hampton’s average for the evidence-based reading/writing portion
of the SAT exam was 594, with state and national averages at 547 and 536 respectively. Hampton’s average for the mathematics portion of the
SAT was 594, with the state and national averages at 539 and 531 respectively. ACT scores for Hampton students also were above both state
and national averages.

Top 10 Western PA School Districts Based on Achievement
for 2017-2018 School Year
Franklin Regional School District (9)
Fox Chapel Area School District (4)
Hampton Township School District (7)
Mars Area School District (10)
Mt. Lebanon School District (3)
North Allegheny School District (6)
Peters Township School District (5)
Pine-Township School District (8)
South Fayette Township School District (1)
Upper St. Clair School District (2)
Scoring is based on Pittsburgh Business Times (Spring 2018) rankings and achievement data released by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. Schools are listed in alphabetical order with official ranking in parentheses.
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ACHIEVEMENT REPORT
Top 10 Districts - Combined District-Wide Grade Level Averages for PSSA ELA (non-weighted)*

District

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Fox Chapel Area
Franklin Regional
Hampton
Mars Area
Mt. Lebanon
North Allegheny
Peters Township
Pine-Richland
South Fayette
Upper St. Clair

93.3
90.5
87.2 (7)
86.3
90.8
86.7
92.7
90.5
87.2
91.1

88.2
85.7
85.4 (9)
84.8
91.7
88.0
90.2
86.4
86.6
92.3

89.3
78.5
83.7 (9)
84.5
94.4
91.7
90.2
91.8
91.6
89.3

Top 10 Districts - Combined District-Wide Grade Level Averages for PSSA ELA (non-weighted)*

District

Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

Fox Chapel
Franklin Regional
Hampton
Mars Area
Mt Lebanon
North Allegheny
Peters Township
Pine-Richland
South Fayette
Upper St. Clair

84.9
82.1
87.2 (5)
86.0
92.6
85.4
92.2
86.3
91.7
91.2

87.0
78.8
85.3 (8)
86.3
88.4
86.3
87.3
89.7
91.3
84.2

87.0
83.1
88.8 (5)
85.2
90.5
83.7
95.7
84.8
94.2
89.9

Top 10 Districts - Combined District-Wide Grade Level Averages for PSSA Math (non-weighted)*

District

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Fox Chapel
Franklin Regional
Hampton
Mars Area
Mt. Lebanon
North Allegheny
Peters Township
Pine-Richland
South Fayette
Upper St. Clair

90.6
85.9
83.4 (8)
80.1
87.0
83.0
93.6
87.6
83.9
84.8

81.6
71.8
76.2 (5)
71.9
75.8
73.5
76.9
73.5
77.8
82.3

84.4
64.8
77.6 (7)
60.7
84.7
76.7
79.3
78.1
78.3
80.8

*Scores for school districts with more than one building per grade level were averaged.
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ACHIEVEMENT REPORT
Top 10 Districts - Combined District-Wide Grade Level Averages for PSSA Math (non-weighted)*

District

Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

Fox Chapel Area
Franklin Regional
Hampton
Mars Area
Mt. Lebanon
North Allegheny
Peters Township
Pine-Richland
South Fayette
Upper St. Clair

67.9
51.7
59.5 (9)
64.4
75.4
62.0
77.8
72.7
83.0
77.1

68.4
61.6
74.7 (3)
67.9
69.1
58.8
71.1
78.4
79.4
69.9

67.4
61.0
71.3 (2)
54.8
64.7
53.9
82.0
57.4
68.2
69.3

Top 10 Districts - Keystone Cohort Scores*

District

Algebra 1

Biology

Literature

Fox Chapel
Franklin Regional
Hampton
Mars Area
Mt. Lebanon
North Allegheny
Peters Township
Pine-Richland
South Fayette
Upper St. Clair

90.8
86.0
92.2 (2)
89.1
92.1
90.8
93.7
87.5
89.8
90.0

91.0
82.7
90.7 (5)
89.7
91.4
87.3
91.0
85.4
81.2
92.9

93.4
91.2
95.1 (1)
93.9
95.0
93.9
94.7
92.8
93.7
94.4

PVAAS Growth Summary Points - ELA
Elementary
Middle School
High School

All schools met or exceeded the growth standard, with 5/6
exceeding.
Most grade levels met the growth standard.
Exceeded the growth standard.

PVAAS Growth Summary Points - MATH
Elementary
Middle School
High School

Most grade levels met or exceeded the growth standard.
Most grade levels met or exceeded the growth standard.
Met the growth standard.

*Scores for school districts with more than one building per grade level were averaged.
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the class of 2018
On June 7, 2018, 261 well-prepared graduates embarked from the hallowed halls of Hampton High School into the world. Like those who have
graduated before them, the Class of 2018 are creative and innovative problem solvers and communicators who will make their mark on the
world.
Academic achievement among the Class of 2018 was exemplary, with over 90 percent of all graduates continuing their education and average
College Board scores consistently above state and national averages.
The Class of 2018 had the opportunity to choose from 21 Advanced Placement (AP) courses across multiple grade levels. Last year, 647 AP
exams were completed by Hampton High School students with an overwhelming majority earning scores which qualify for college credit. There
are 30 Honors courses offered across multiple disciplines and grade levels.
In a recent analysis from the Pittsburgh Business Times, Hampton High School was named top performer as the highest-scoring high school on
the 2018 Keystone Exams. The rankings place Hampton at number one regionally, up from the number seven spot just last year. Hampton also
earned the number six spot statewide, up from number 38 the previous year. The rankings included the analysis of 675 schools statewide and
125 schools (public and charter) in the region. Counties included in the regional ranking include Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette,
Greene, Washington and Westmoreland. Keystone Exams are administered by the state Department of Education and are designed to test
students’ skills in algebra, literature and biology. Students earn an advanced, proficient, basic or below basic ranking based on their Keystone
Exam results. Hampton High School had the most students who scored as advanced or proficient on the exams, earning it the number one
ranking in the state.
According to the results released by the state Department of Education, Hampton High School had:
• 52.4 percent of students score advanced and 39.8 percent of students score as proficient on the 2018 Algebra Keystone Exam;
• 34.4 percent of students earn an advanced rating and 60.7 percent earn a proficient rating on the 2018 Literature Keystone Exam; and
• 62.8 percent of students score at advanced level and 27.9 percent score at proficient level on the 2018 Biology Keystone Exam.
“I’m proud of the continued hard work of the students and K-12 educators and staff,” said Dr. Marguerite Imbarlina, High School Principal. “This
achievement begins with the support of our entire community, and the clear focus on doing our best for the students we serve.”
Dr. Imbarlina noted that Keystone Exams are only one indicator of student success. “Our students achieve in a multitude of ways – in and out
of the classroom – and we’re proud of everything they accomplish through hard work and determination.”
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the class of 2018
The Class of 2018, like the classes of graduates before them, have plans to continue on with their education, to learn a vocation, to join the Armed Forces or to enter into the workforce. Below is a listing of
post-graduation plans for the Class of 2018.

Four-Year Schools
Allegheny College
Arizona State University
Berklee College of Music
Boston College
Bowling Green State University
Bucknell University
Butler University
Carlow University
Case Western Reserve University
Chatham University
College of William and Mary
Dickinson College
Drexel University
Duquesne University
Eckerd College
Florida Atlantic University
Full Sail University
Gannon University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Grove City College
Indiana University at Bloomington
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Ithaca College
James Madison University
John Carroll University
Johns Hopkins University
Kent State University
LaRoche College
LIM College
Loyola University - Chicago
Loyola University - Maryland
Marietta College
Mercyhurst University
Messiah College
Miami University – Oxford
Niagara University
Ohio University
Oklahoma City University
Pennsylvania College of Technology
Pennsylvania State University
Pennsylvania State University - Altoona

Pennsylvania State University - Erie
Pennsylvania State University - New Kensington
Point Park University
Robert Morris University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Saint Francis University
Saint Vincent College
Savannah College of Art and Design
Seton Hill University
Slippery Rock University
Southwestern Assemblies of God University
SUNY College of Environmental Science
and Forestry
Temple University
The Catholic University of America
The Ohio State University
The University of Akron
The University of Alabama
The University of Tampa
Towson University
University of California - Berkeley
University of California - Los Angeles
University of Dayton
University of Delaware
University of Georgia
University of Kentucky
University of Michigan
University of Mount Union
University of North Carolina - Charlotte
University of North Carolina – Greensboro
University of Notre Dame
University of Pittsburgh
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown
University of Tennessee - Knoxville
University of Toledo
University of Virginia
University of Waterloo - Ontario, Canada
Vassar College
Washington and Jefferson College
Waynesburg University
West Liberty University

Westminster College
Wheaton College (IL)
Wittenberg University
Xavier University
Youngstown State University

Two-Year Schools
Community College of Allegheny
County
Erie Community College
Northeast Ministry Program
Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics
Pittsburgh Technical College
Rosedale Technical College
Westmoreland County Community
College
Other
Armed Forces
Carpentry Apprentice
Mechanic Apprentice
Local 5 Electrician Apprentice
Steamfitters Local 449 Apprentice
Employment
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the class of 2018
ACT (GRADE 12) MEAN SCORE

Hampton

PA

National

25.2
24.9
25.7
24.8
25.3

23.3
23.2
24.0
23.1
23.5

20.2
20.5
21.3
20.7
20.8

English
Math
Reading
Science
Composite

REDESIGNED SAT SCORES 2018

HTSD
2018

PA
2018

NATIONAL
2018

594

547

536

594

539

531

Evidenced-Based
Reading & Writing
Math

National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI) Scores
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% Students Scoring
Competent/Advanced

2015
2016
2017
2018

76.92
90.91
80.00
88.00
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Snapshots of Success: A Year of Amazing Accomplishments at HTSD
As part of its transformative learning environment, the Hampton Township School
District has encouraged students to be excellent communicators, as well as responsible,
critical and creative problem-solvers. In the
classroom, students are taking ownership
over their learning, asking questions and finding solutions to real-world issues.
One of the most important questions teachers ask is what students know. Are they simply regurgitating facts, or can they apply the
lessons learned in the classroom to the real
world? At Hampton, students are able to exhibit deeper learning thanks to an educational philosophy that embraces soft skills such
as the arts, with the kind of computational
thinking skills present in math, science and
engineering courses. On any given day, students can be observed in the classroom being makers, designers and storytellers. There
is an excitement in the learning – one that
translates to accountability for setting and
achieving learning goals. When students are
encouraged to lead the way and take ownership of the learning, amazing things happen,
both inside and outside the classroom.
Who Owns the Learning?
So, what does it look like when students own
the learning?
In October, a very excited Sophia Lifschitz explained to Hampton Township School Board
Members how she had spent the first five
weeks of school planning ways to help her
fellow classmates at Poff Elementary School
celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month.
The celebratory month officially began on
Sept. 15 and lasted through Oct. 15.
Sophia’s desire to share her knowledge about
Hispanic culture stemmed from a recent family visit to Chile. Sophia recruited some of her
peers to help, and the students spent the first
weeks of the school year planning, researching and creating educational displays to present to their peers. Poff Principal Dr. Colleen
Hannagan oversaw the planning process,
assisting the students when necessary, but
serving more as a guiding hand rather than
an instruction manual. “One of the first things

we had to go over was how to do research,
because these girls had never conducted this
level of research before,” said Dr. Hannagan.
The end product was a month of educational learning that all students at Poff enjoyed,
including those who had worked so hard to
bring it to fruition.
At Hampton High School, an entirely new
way of thinking and learning is happening
in the Applied Math classes. Teachers Amy
Leya and Shannon Roos decided to pair up
to provide a unique projects-based learning
experience for students. Instead of learning concepts and taking quizzes and doing
homework, students spent an entire semester working out a very real problem – solving
food waste in their school and in the greater
Hampton community.
Mrs. Leya and Mrs. Roos enlisted the help of
food waste experts 412 Food Rescue of Pittsburgh to create a plan on how students would
work on the problem. “That’s essentially what
412 is,” said Mr. Ryan Geraghty, 412 Food
Rescue Operations Manager. “We’re a giant
math equation that needs solving.”
Mr. Geraghty met with students at the start of
the project, providing them with some details
about food waste in the county and in their
own community. Students also watched the
documentary “Wasted” prior to diving head-

first into the food waste issue. Students
weren’t the only ones preparing for the task.
Both Mrs. Leya and Mrs. Roos received specialized professional development to assist
them in planning this kind of projects-based
activity. Once everyone completed their
homework, the project began with students
collecting and analyzing data from a field
study in the cafeteria.
The results?
“They have determined there is a food waste
problem,” said Mrs. Leya. “The next phase
is to interview people that can answer their
remaining questions, including our principal,
our Horticulture teacher, the head of Metz
Foods and the custodians.”
Students also were encouraged to “go big”
with their ideas for solving the food waste
issue. Potential solutions were placed on a
grid in the classroom labeled by level of impact versus level of difficulty. “Once they see
this visual, they will choose solutions that will
have the most impact and be realistic to what
resources we have at our disposal,” said Mrs.
Leya.
The benefit of conducting a project rather
than administering traditional homework and
tests is that it gives students real-world
(Continued on next page)
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Snapshots of Success: A Year of Amazing Accomplishments at HTSD
experience for the workforce. “Projects-based
learning is an important part of what goes on in
the workforce,” said Mr. Geraghty.
Making Space
Part of providing a transformative learning environment involves thinking outside the traditional
classroom box. Hampton has been working toward providing a variety of collaborative thinking spaces for students to utilize. Students at
the elementary schools have access to mobile
STEAM carts that can be used anywhere in their
buildings. All three elementary schools also now
have STEAM studios where entire classes can
converge to make use of a unique learning space
to collaborate on a variety of engaging projects.
At the Middle School, students have access to an
Innovation Studio and a STEAM Studio, where
they can collaborate and incorporate a variety of
tools and technology into their learning. Creating
spaces such as these is always a primary focus
of the District each and every time facilities are
upgraded. Finding an effective use of space that
fosters innovating teaching and learning will always be at the forefront of the District’s planning
process.
The District also is in the process of an academic
redesign at the High School that encompasses
more than just a building facelift. Spaces are being reimagined and repurposed in ways that will
build on the projects-based learning and innovative teaching going on in the classrooms there.
A complete description of the process thus far is
available on the District website.
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2018-2019 Budget Includes Minimal Tax Increase, Preserves Quality
Programming and Services
Following months of careful review and deliberations, the Hampton Township Board of
School Directors approved a final 2018-2019
Operating Budget that includes a minimal tax
increase while preserving quality programming and services in the District.
At the June 11, 2018 Voting meeting, the
Board unanimously approved the general
fund budget in the amount of $52,228,959.
The budget includes an increase in expenditures of $1,496,043, or 2.95 percent, over the
current year’s budget. Revenue projection
at the 2017-2018 millage rate of 18.77 mills
provided only $51,039,718 – a 2.43 percent
shortfall in funds needed to meet the projected expenditures. In order to balance the
budget, the Board approved a 0.18 increase
in the District’s millage rate. The new millage
rate for 2018-2019 will be 18.95 mills. The
Board also authorized the use of $649,000
from the PSERS Stabilization Fund and
$250,000 from the unassigned fund balance
to offset the gap. The District has increased

its expenditures by $3.6 million over the last
eight years due to the mandated PSERS contributions.
Every aspect of District operations was explored during the budget-planning process. In
May, Superintendent Dr. Michael Loughead
presented the Board with findings pertaining
to enrollment and class sizes. He noted that
District enrollment has declined by 150 students; however, due to concerns expressed
by parents – particularly at the elementary
level – he would continue to monitor enrollment and class sizes and adjust professional
staffing levels as needed.
On the curriculum end of the budget, Dr.
Jacquelyn Removcik, Director of Curriculum,
Instruction and Assessment, provided the
Board with a brief review of the breakdown of
the expenditures for the curriculum resource
budget for 2018-2019. The breakdown was
categorized by building and grade level, and
digital and traditional resources. The budget

includes funding for English/Language Arts,
Math, Science, and Social Studies resources,
as well as several electronic resources designed to improve skill-building (phonics, fluency, spelling) that previously were included
as part of the technology budget.
Technology spending in 2018-2019 will include the continuation of the District’s 1:1
device initiative, funding for a half-time technician position and security assessment of
the “human factor” of keeping the District’s
systems secure.
The Board also approved 8 to 0 the Senior
Citizen Property Tax Rebate Resolution for
2018-2019. It is the seventh year the District
has offered the rebate program to qualified
seniors. The application for the 2018-2019
School Year will be available in July 2018 on
the District website.
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ATHLETIC ACCOLADES
Hampton Township School District has a well-earned reputation for its Tradition of Excellence. Academically, Hampton ranks among
the top schools in Pennsylvania and the nation. This tradition extends beyond its academic performance and into the athletic arena.
During the 2017-2018 School Year, the Hampton Talbots excelled in several sports. Athletic accolades include:
•
Girls’ Lacrosse Section and WPIAL Champions
•
Girls’ Track and Field Section Champions
•
Boys’ Lacrosse Section Champions and WPIAL Silver Medalist
•
Girls’ Basketball Section Champions
•
Numerous athletes made All Section, All WPIAL and All State teams
•
Numerous teams and individuals qualified for WPIAL and PIAA Championships
Hampton was also named the 2017-2018 WPIAL/PIAA Sportsmanship Award Winner. It is the fourth time Hampton has been selected
as the winner since 2009. As a recipient of the award, Hampton was recognized during the WPIAL Sportsmanship Summit on Nov.
15, 2018 at the Heinz History Center and Sports Museum. The PIAA Sportsmanship Banner that accompanies Hampton’s selection as
the 2017-2018 award winner was presented to representatives of Hampton High School during the ceremony.
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Bryant Wesley II, Esq.		

Jill Hamlin

Pam Lamagna			

Robert Shages

Gail Litwiler		

Denise Balason

Greg Stein			

Mary Alice Hennessey

Lawrence Vasko

School Board Directors are elected officials who volunteer their service to the District and community-at-large. In addition to
regularly-scheduled Work Sessions and Voting Meetings, Board Members also serve on a variety of standing and ad-hoc committees, including the Hampton Alliance for Educational Excellence, the A.W. Beattie Career Center, the District Branding Committee, the Technology
Committee, the Web Assessment Committee and the Special Education Advisory Committee.
The Work Session meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month, with the Voting meeting being held at 7:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of each month. An optional meeting can be held at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Monday of each month as needed. Holidays
which fall on regularly-scheduled meeting days may result in the meeting being moved to another day.
School Board meeting agendas can be found on the District website at ht-sd.org/District/SchoolBoard. The Board Report – a complete
synopsis of the previous night’s meeting – is available on the District website under the School Board section. Official minutes also are
posted and available online.

Contact the School Board
Officers
President: Bryant Wesley II, Esq. • 412-443-6142 • wesley@ht-sd.org
Vice President: Mrs. Jill Hamlin • 412-897-5070 • hamlin@ht-sd.org
Treasurer: Mr. Robert Shages • 412-487-5574 • shages@ht-sd.org
Secretary: Ms. Denise Balason • 412-487-5553 • balason@ht-sd.org
Board Members at Large
Mrs. Mary Alice Hennessey • 412-492-7261 • hennessey@ht-sd.org
Mrs. Pam Lamagna • 412-486-1645 • lamagna@ht-sd.org
Mrs. Gail Litwiler • 412-487-5286 • litwiler@ht-sd.org
Mr. Greg Stein • 412-487-5478 • steing@ht-sd.org
Mr. Lawrence Vasko • 412-487-9463 • vasko@ht-sd.org
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