
Central Elementary Teacher Earns 

National Board Certification 

Central Elementary School teacher Mrs. Joell 

McMonigal has earned National Board Certification 

in the category of Literacy: Reading-Language 

Arts/Early and Middle Childhood.  

National Board Certification is an advanced teaching 

credential. In order to achieve the certification, 

teachers are required to analyze their teaching 

context and students’ needs, submit videos of 

themselves teaching in the classroom and provide 

samples of student work that demonstrate a pattern of growth and achievement.  

Teachers also must demonstrate proficiency in four key areas: 

 A strong command of context; 

 The ability to design appropriate learning experiences that advance student learning; 

 The use of assessments to inform instructional decision making; and  

 Partnerships with colleagues, parents and the community. 

The process is designed to assist teachers with the expansion and refinement of their content knowledge 

and pedagogy. Candidates have three years to complete the process. Mrs. McMonigal spent 18 months 

completing all of the requirements.  

“It’s probably the hardest thing I’ve ever done,” said Mrs. McMonigal. “It helped me to learn that there was 

a reason for my actions as a teacher and the best thing about this experience was thinking about the 

‘why’ of what I’m doing.” 

Learning that only 40 percent of all candidates receive the certification on their first attempt made the 

process a bit nerve-wracking for Mrs. McMonigal. “When I heard that, I figured the odds were not in my 

favor the first time around.” 

Mrs. McMonigal has been a teacher for 15 years, with the last 11 of those years spent in the Hampton 

Township School District. She holds a Master’s Degree in Curriculum Writing. She currently teaches fifth 

grade at Central Elementary School.  

Two other teachers from the Hampton Township School District have earned National Board Certification. 

They are retired Central Elementary School art teacher Mrs. Marcy Bogdanich and Mrs. Lisa Milsom, a 

first grade teacher at Poff Elementary School. 

 


