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Hampton Happenings: 
  
Hampton High School Renovation Project Presentation by Cassi Renninger, VEBH Architects: 
Dr. Loughead introduced Ms. Renninger from VEBH Architects and thanked Denise Balason, 
Facilities Chair, for their hard work on the plans for the high school renovations.  Ms. Renninger 
highlighted the plans for Phase I of the renovation plans which include Site Upgrades, Roof 
Upgrades, the Natatorium Mechanical Unit replacement, a New Data Center, and the addition 
of the Library/Media Center, which would be a keystone to future phases.  Ms. Renninger 
presented site challenges to be addressed, including traffic congestion patterns as students and 
parents are entering and exiting the high school during the school day and at events, the need 
to upgrade the band practice field, the need to upgrade the lighting around the building, and a 
replacement of the parking lots and sidewalks, which are deteriorating.  
  
The proposed plan includes three entrances to the high school:  a main drive for visitors and 
busses coming to the school; a second driveway which would be a two-way entrance for staff to 
park behind the building; and a third driveway closer to the ballfield which would be for parents 
and students to enter and exit safely.  This third driveway is proposed to be located where the 
band field is currently.  Buses would be able to load from the front and rear of the high school, 
but parents and student drivers would be separate, thereby providing additional safety for our 
students.  The new parking lot at the front of the school would be paved so that the band can 
practice more safely on a surface which is not weather dependent and also better lit.  Plans also 
include future considerations for a softball/multi-purpose field to the right of the building.  
  
Ms. Renninger went into additional details about the importance of replacing the roof, a 
portion of which is original from 1968, and replacing the HVAC unit above the pool.  She also 
described the Library/Media Center which would be constructed in the current courtyard and 
include a higher roof so that natural light can filter into the classrooms adjacent to the new 
center.  Inside the Library/Media center, students could access a large group critical thinking 
lab, small group collaboration areas, a Technology Help Desk area, impromptu informal project 
areas, and a satellite food station area.  
  
Ms. Renninger explained that the vision for the project has been thoughtfully considered so 
that all portions work together.  Dr. Loughead explained how the District could finance this 
project and plans for next steps including a timeline for municipal and county approvals.  If 
those approvals move forward in the next few months, construction could start in Summer 
2021, with a 12 to 15 month total timeframe for the project.   
  
 
 



Academics: 
 
Phased Reopening Update:  Dr. Loughead discussed the plan for the next phase for the 
reopening of schools.  Currently the elementary students are learning at school 4 days a week 
unless they are enrolled in the Hampton Online Academy.  Dr. Loughead stated that he was 
very pleased with the progress of the current plan. At the secondary level, we are bringing back 
the students gradually but the students will still be on the 4 day a week of in-person instruction 
in the modified hybrid model.    
  
Dr. Loughead reviewed the conversations that he has been having with Dr. Bogen at the 
Allegheny Department of Health has indicated that school districts and community members 
should specifically refer to the Covid-19 early warning monitoring system dashboard for specific 
information on positivity rate and incident rates in Allegheny County. This dashboard is 
available on the Pennsylvania Department of Health Website. Dr. Bogan is concerned that there 
are many sources of inaccurate information about positivity rate and incident rate on a variety 
of websites.  Key Communicators affirmed that the different Web-based sources are reporting 
different rates based upon a wide variety of data sources and timelines. Dr. Loughead stated 
that we are working directly with Dr. Bogen who is providing the most accurate data for 
Hampton.   Key Communicators encouraged Dr. Loughead to communicate the accurate data 
and expert source to the public as the students are coming back to more in-person learning 
days.   
  
Dr. Loughead also reported that Dr. Bogen has indicated that in Allegheny County the virus 
spread is occurring primarily at home and in social scenarios outside of schools.  Dr.  Bogan has 
confirmed that notable school spread is not occurring in Allegheny County. Overall, she said 
that schools were doing an excellent job keeping the schools clean and safe for the students, 
and universal face coverings are working.  Her largest upcoming concern is adult Halloween 
parties.  She praised the use of the desk shields and the additional mitigation strategies 
Hampton is utilizing. 
  
Dr. Loughead stated that to date, none of the Hampton students who have been directed by 
ACHD to quarantine have tested positive for the virus but he does anticipate that additional 
quarantines would be possible.  He noted that some other counties who have had some 
difficulties recently do not have a Health Department to work with; Hampton is fortunate to be 
able to work directly with Dr. Bogen at the Allegheny County Department of Health as she can 
help guide the District on any upcoming scenarios.   
  
He reiterated that students need to stay home if they are not feeling well.  If students are at 
home for medical reasons such as a quarantine, the teachers would engage students in the 
classroom virtually to help them keep up with their work.  This solution is for students with 
medical-related concerns and quarantine scenarios. Key Communicators encouraged Dr. 
Loughead to get the message out that the virus is not spreading at schools but rather through 
families and family gatherings.  They encouraged him to caution parents about any upcoming 
Halloween parties.     
  



Hampton Online Academy Update:  Dr. Loughead highlighted that we continue to work very 
hard to improve HOA but that certain aspects of the program are very difficult to modify, much 
like a published textbook cannot be changed or modified.  He stated that we are planning to 
keep our staffing levels the same to support the students in HOA as we move forward. The 
teachers are benchmarking the HOA students as well to make sure that they are making 
academic progress and can intervene as appropriate.  The  HOA faculty at the elementary level 
are meeting with the students one-on-one and in small groups.  Mr. Gartner at the middle 
school is also involved with the middle school program.  He and Dr. Silbaugh are supporting the 
middle school students.  Some students are coming back to in person instruction and some 
students are entering HOA over the next few weeks.  Dr. Kern is the point person for 
elementary students; Mr. Cable is the point person for secondary students.  Mrs. Hamlin stated 
that she has been in meetings with the administration, and reported that they are actively 
working on any and all aspects that can improve the program.   
  
Federal Programs:  Dr. Cunningham provided an overview of Federal Programs for Hampton 
and asked for input for the District to consider with Title II and Title VI.  Key Communicators 
provided input for professional development and technology resources. 
  
Guest Substitute Teacher Program:  Dr. Cunningham provided an overview of the new Guest 
Substitute Teacher Program for Hampton, a state-approved program through which an adult 
with a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university can become trained to be a 
guest substitute teacher.  The Information Session was held earlier, and Dr. Cunningham said 
she was so pleased with the number of community residents who expressed interest.  Dr. 
Cunningham also encouraged the Key Communicators to continue to spread information about 
the Guest Substitute Teacher Program; any community members who are interested in the 
program but did not attend the Information Session can call Dr. Cunningham at (412) 492-6305 
for additional information. 
  
Employment Opportunities:  Dr. Cunningham stated that the District is currently accepting 
applications for Class I para-professionals who can work a few hours in the middle of the day to 
supervise the high school lunchroom.  She encouraged anyone who might be interested in this 
opportunity to give her a call.   
  
Winter Concert Planning: Dr. Loughead stated that the District is trying to coordinate a winter 
concert at the high school level for high school juniors and seniors, while abiding by current 
safety guidelines.  He remarked that at other grade levels, the District is thinking about Watch 
Parties (i.e. no in-person attendance).   
  
Athletics:  Dr. Loughead provided a brief update on the athletic playoffs which are coming up.   
  
  
 
 


