
Council of Key Communicators 
Monday, April 15, 2019 

Administration Center Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Key Communicators in Attendance: Laura Carr, Diana DiMaria, Cristine Dougherty, Carma 

Lamm, Chiara Orsini, Jennifer Retsch, Terri Ronald, Jennifer Rossi, and Alison Sanders 

 

Administration in Attendance: Dr. Loughead, Dr. Cunningham, Ms. Berg, and Mrs. 

Hennessey (School Board) 

 

 

Hampton Happenings 

● Proposed Debt Service Funding Plan – High School Project: Dr. Loughead presented a 

proposed funding plan to address the High School building project, which was previously 

presented at the Board Meeting on April 8, 2019. He noted that the School Board has not 

yet approved moving forward with renovations to the High School; however, the Board 

has approved a feasibility study and a PlanCon submission should the decision be made 

to move forward with the renovation project. He provided an overview of the millage rate 

history of the District, noting that Hampton has the ninth lowest millage rate in Allegheny 

County. He also explained that Act 1 limits the amount school districts can raise millage 

rates annually, including to support building projects such as the one being proposed at 

the High School. He said the District has chosen, over the years, to implement small 

increases in the millage rate conservatively and as needed. He said every effort will be 

made to continue that trend. A recap also was provided of the steps taken to date, 

including the completion of a feasibility study and estimated construction cost. The District 

is working presently with P.J. Dick to review the work previously completed by VEBH to 

determine if the cost estimates are accurate. The projected debt service, as estimated by 

Piper Jaffray, is 0.80 mills with an estimated project cost of $30 million and 1.21 mills at 

an estimated cost of $45 million. Roughly 17% of the total cost would be qualified for 

reimbursement through PlanCon if the program is reopened to school districts on July 1. 

The increase in school district real estate taxes for a median assessed valued home of 

$165,100 in the District, just for the High School portion of the project, is estimated to 

increase from $131 to $199 over four years depending on the total cost of the project. The 

figures presented do not take into account any money that the District would be 

reimbursed through PlanCon should it qualify. The PPT presentation is available here.  

● Lifetime Learning Academy: Dr. Cunningham distributed copies of the flyer for the Spring 

Lifetime Learning Academy classes that was delivered via direct mail to every resident in 

the township a few weeks ago. She indicated that several of the classes are already very 

popular and highlighted that parents or grandparents could take classes with their child or 

grandchild as long as both the adult and child were registered, and the adult could directly 

supervise the child. Additional information is available on the District website under 

Lifetime Learning Academy and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs).  Class schedules 

are available here.  

https://www.ht-sd.org/uploaded/District/School_Board/Meetings/The_Board_Report/2018-2019_SY/HS_Project_Presentation_4-8-19.pdf
https://www.ht-sd.org/page.cfm?p=6364


● End of Year Calendar Review: Important year-end events can be found on the website 

here. The last day of school is still scheduled for Friday, June 7, 2019.  

● Remake Learning Day: Remake Learning Day is scheduled for Wednesday, May 15 from 

6-8 p.m. at HMS. More information will be available here.  

● CoSN Team Leadership Award: Dr. Loughead shared with the Key Communicators that 

the District Leadership Team was recently awarded the national 2019 CoSN District Team 

Leadership Award. More details about the award are available here.  

● THON (to benefit Children’s Hospital):  Students raised nearly $55,000 for Children’s 

Hospital; Dr. Loughead indicated how impressed he has been with the students and that 

Children’s Hospital is so grateful for their support. 

● Hiring for 2019-2020 School Year: Dr. Cunningham said the hiring process is underway 

for the next school year and that positions are currently posted on the Employment page 

of the District’s website. 

 

Arts 

● Hues & Harmony Feedback: Dr. Loughead noted that feedback for the event has been 

very positive and the interactive exhibits were well received by visitors to the event. 

Feedback also was requested from the Key Communicators in attendance, who echoed 

the positive sentiments and gave some thoughts about continuing to balance the program 

so that visitors could enjoy everything. 

 

Athletics 

● Fridley Field Turf & Track Replacement: Dr. Loughead said the project is on schedule and 

will be completed in time for summer/fall athletics that require use of the facility.  

 

 

Questions and Comments 

● Mrs. Carr inquired how long a student will keep a computer under the 1:1 plan before they 

will get a new device. Dr. Loughead said it is generally a 4-year cycle. Mrs. Dougherty 

asked if there has been any feedback on the weight of the devices the elementary schools 

children are using.  Dr. Loughead said there is a new version of the device coming out 

and the District is exploring its options.  

● Mrs. Dougherty said there is question among parents of the rising sixth graders as to how 

the larger grade level enrollment will be handled at the middle school next year. Dr. 

Loughead said the class sizes will be reasonable because the middle school has the staff 

in place to handle the larger incoming class.  

 

Upcoming District Events 

4/29 Board Special Meeting (Budget) – 7:00 p.m., Dr. Harold Sarver Memorial Library 

5/6 Board Work Session Meeting – 7:00 p.m., Dr. Harold Sarver Memorial Library 

5/13 Board Voting Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dr. Harold Sarver Memorial Library 

5/20 Key Communicators’ Meeting, 9:00 a.m., District Admin Conference Room 

5/27 – Memorial Day Holiday (No School) 

5/28 – Board Special Meeting (if necessary) – 7:00 p.m., Dr. Harold Sarver Memorial Library 

https://www.ht-sd.org/uploaded/District/Communication/Calendars/Calendar_18-19_Approved_1-15-2018.pdf
https://www.ht-sd.org/page.cfm?p=6061
https://www.ht-sd.org/page.cfm?p=1&newsid=6355

