
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, Sept. 17, 2018 

District Administrative Offices 

 

 

Welcome 

Introductions/In attendance 

Key Communicators: Tracy Backus, Trish Buben, Laura Carr, Carma Lamm, Diana DiMaria, 

Chiara Orsini, Jennifer Retsch, Terri Ronald, Jennifer Rossi, Alison Sanders 

Administration and Board: Dr. Loughead, Dr. Cunningham, Ms. Berg and Mrs. Hennessey 

 

In Review 

Dr. Cunningham reviewed the mission statement and belief statements for the Key 

Communicators, which was created previously by the Key Communicators with guidance from 

the Administration.  Dr. Loughead asked if anyone wished to make any changes to the mission 

statement or the Key Communicator beliefs section. The mission statement and other pertinent 

information about the Key Communicators is available here.  

 

Hampton Happenings 

● Safety and Security --  Dr. Loughead reviewed the safety and security measures in Act 

44 and 39, and commended Hampton for the work which has been done over the past 

years regarding safety and security district wide.  Under the new acts, Dr. Cunningham 

has been designated as the District Safety and Security coordinator and the District will 

be applying for a new $25,000 grant that can be used to establish or pay for existing 

services under the safety and security umbrella. The grants are non-competitive and all 

schools that apply are guaranteed at least $25,000. One of the things the District hopes 

to include in its grant application is the purchase of new cameras for campus. A survey 

also will be sent to all families this fall in the District that centers on safety and security. 

Schools also are required to conduct a number  of safety and security evacuations. Dr. 

Loughead said ALICE training is being conducted again this year at all buildings. This 

year, the elementary students will receive an age-appropriate version of this training. Dr. 

Cunningham said the District is starting to view ALICE training as a life skill to help keep 

people safe in the event of a violent intruder or violent situation. 

https://www.ht-sd.org/page.cfm?p=2882
https://www.alicetraining.com/


● School Start Time Committee Structure - Dr. Loughead said the Start Time committee 

from last year reported that a later start time is beneficial for secondary students, and 

that an expanded committee this year will be exploring possibilities for implementation.  

The committee is being expanded to include an elementary principal, the Director of 

Administrative Services, the Athletic Director, and additional community members. He 

asked if anyone in the Key Communicators would be willing to serve on the committee 

and that he would like to have at least one Key Communicator from each building. He 

asked if the Key Communicators could take this request back to their PTOs to see if it is 

something they would be willing to do. Meetings would occur at least once monthly. Any 

recommended changes to secondary start times would not be incorporated until the 

2020-2021 School Year.  

● District Facility Improvements - Dr. Loughead reported that the playground and asphalt 

replacement at Poff and the boiler system at Wyland were the big projects completed 

this summer. The roof at Central and the turf and track at Fridley Field are of concern 

and are on the agenda for consideration within the next year.  

● Hampton Community Opioid Partnerships - Dr. Loughead credited the Key 

Communicators with helping to encourage the launching of this partnership between the 

District and community. The goal is to host community events each year on this topic. 

The next event will be a student summit at Hampton High School in December. Another 

community event is planned on January 17th at the Hampton Community Center. 

Additional information will be available soon.  

● Google Training for Parents/1:1 Device Update - Dr. Loughead reported that the device 

rollout for the new grade levels this year has gone very smoothly. Upgrades and 

adjustments are being made to devices as needed. Google training for parents is 

something that was discussed previously and was also offered at the Lifetime Learning 

Academy last Spring. Dr. Loughead asked the Key Communicators if they thought 

additional parent trainings would be valuable.  Key Communicators asked if the event 

could be recorded and made available to parents who are unable to attend and/or 

livestreamed via Twitter or Facebook. Currently, all students have 1:1 devices with the 

exception of K-1, 6, 11 and 12.  Dr. Loughead indicated that it may not be beneficial for 

the K-1 students to have personalized devices at this time; however, K-1 students do 

have access to devices if they need to use them for academic tasks.  Dr. Loughead said 

there are challenges at the High School with making devices available to 11th and 12th 

graders who were not part of the roll-out yet, and said there likely will some ongoing 

challenges throughout this year. There are devices on carts available to use for those 

students this year. Students in grades 6 and 11 this year will receive their own devices 

next school year. There also was some discussion from the Key Communicators about 

protecting students from “blue light” exposure from devices with special glasses and 

covers for computer screens. Flexible seating and sensory-friendly classroom designs 

also were discussed.  

 

Academics 

● Common Sense Media “Connect” Pilot is a system which is being used at Central this 

year and is designed to promote safe communication. It is especially useful for PTOs, 



and the District is exploring whether the Connect program can be used at all buildings to 

help foster efficient and safe communication among families and building PTOs.  

● Mindfulness Professional Development for K-12 nurses and school counselors was 

approved at the September 10th School Board meeting. More information is available in 

the Board Report. These techniques help reduce anxiety and promote success. Key 

Communicators requested that the athletic director, coaches and trainers be included in 

this training since it can be effective with pain management for student athletes who 

experience injuries.  

● Extended School Year Report - Hampton’s ESY program was held for the first time last 

summer at Central Elementary School.  The program is designed for students enrolled in 

the Special Education program at Hampton who qualify for and benefit from the 

extended learning opportunity over the summer break. Approximately 25 students in 

grades K-8 participated in the program this summer. Dr. Cunningham spoke about the 

Kindness Camp Stamps that were incorporated this year. Families were given 10 

coupons weekly and were to fill them out and send them back when they recognized 

their children engaging in acts of kindness. Staff members also completed stamps when 

students were exhibiting acts of kindness.  Students could then cash in the coupons at a 

special camp store to receive rewards.   

 

Arts 

● K-12 Curriculum Planning - Dr. Loughead elaborated on the yearlong facilitated self-

study that was conducted last year by the Pittsburgh Arts Education Collaborative 

(AEC). A key recommendation which came out of the study was to concentrate on an 

aligned K-12 curriculum; the District is taking the next steps to focus efforts in this area.   

● Orchestra/Choir Trip to NYC - the Orchestra and Choir will be taking a trip to New York 

City next February to interact with the talent from the musical Aladdin, tour the Lincoln 

Center, and visit the 911 Memorial and Museum.  Dr. Cunningham said it will be a 

powerful learning experience for the students. The Key Communicators asked if there 

would be funding sources in place for art teachers in the District who wish to incorporate 

innovative lessons into the classroom. Dr. Cunningham said there are several different 

funding streams available, including the HAEE, PTOs and the District budgeting 

process. Other external grants could also be available.  

 

Athletics 

● Participation in HOPE Event with Kevin Stevens - Mr. Stevens is a former NHL hockey 

player with the Pittsburgh Penguins who will be speaking at an event next week at the 

August Wilson Center. Some of our student athletes will be attending the event and Mr. 

Cardone, HTSD Athletic Director, worked with other schools in the Northern region to 

send representatives to the event as well.  

 

Additional Discussion 

● On behalf of the Middle School PTO, the Key Communicators asked about using the 

District tax ID code for fundraising events. Dr. Loughead said there are certain 

https://www.ht-sd.org/uploaded/District/School_Board/Meetings/The_Board_Report/2018-2019_SY/Board_Report_9-10-18.pdf


circumstances where that is permissible and advised the PTOs and other booster 

groups to check with Mr. Kline in the business office to determine if their event qualifies.  

● It was asked the annual date for affiliated organizations to submit their financial 

statements could be expressed more clearly so organizations have a firm deadline.  

● Key Communicators reported that at the High School Open House, several parents 

expressed their support for the Geography/English block collaborative learning and co-

planning between those departments. Dr. Loughead said this is a goal Dr. Imbarlina has 

been working towards for several years and is the second year our teachers are offering 

this approach. He said the District hopes to incorporate more interdisciplinary  

opportunities of this nature in the future. 

● Key Communicators asked if the state had modified their guidelines for acceptable levels 

of mold since so many school districts had experienced school closures at the beginning 

of the school year.  Dr. Loughead said no, there are no new state standards at this time. 

At Hampton, the administration has rechecked Wyland classrooms to ensure the levels 

there are acceptable and so far, the levels are within acceptable parameters as 

concluded by an air quality specialist (PSI) who conducted testing at the building.  

 

Upcoming District Events 

9/24 - Board Special Meeting (if necessary), 7 p.m., Dr. Harold Sarver Memorial Library, HMS 

10/1 - Board Work Session Meeting, 7 p.m., Dr. Harold Sarver Memorial Library, HMS 

10/3 - Wyland Grades K-2 Open House, 6 p.m. 

10/4 - Central Grades K-2 Open House, 6 p.m. / Poff Grades 3-5 Open House, 6 p.m. 

10/5 - Elementary Early Dismissal, 1:30 p.m. 

10/5 - Talbot Tailgate/Homecoming, 3:30 p.m. HMS and Fridley Field 

10/6 - Homecoming Dance, 8-10:30 p.m. 

10/8 - Columbus Day - No School for Students 

10/10 - Wyland Grades 3-5 Open House, 6:30 p.m. 

10/11 - Central Grades 3-5 Open House, 6:30 p.m. / Poff Grades K-2 Open House, 6 p.m. 

10/15 - Key Communicators Meeting, 9 a.m., DAO 

10/22 - Board Special Meeting (if necessary), 7 p.m., Dr. Harold Sarver Memorial Library, HMS 

 

 


