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Save the Date! 

the 

Central Scoop 
Back to School Edition                                                From the Desk of:  Dr. Amy Kern 

 

Important Dates 
 
August 17th: Rosters Posted on 
Greenhouse Windows 
 
Mid –August: Transportation 
Information Mailed 
 
August 21st:  New Student 
Orientation for new students 
entering grades 1-5 at 1:00 pm in 
Central’s Cafeteria 
 
August 24th: Faculty and Staff 
First Professional Development 
Day 
 
August 27th:  Students First Day of 
School and Kindergarten 
Orientation 
 

Welcome Back!   
The first day of school is quickly approaching.  I hope all our 
students and families are having a great summer.  The summer 
has been very busy at Central planning for another great school 
year.  We are creating homeroom rosters, teacher schedules, 
hiring staff, cleaning the school, purchasing and organizing 
supplies, upgrading technology, and reviewing all procedures.  
We have several opportunities to help our student’s transition 
back to school.  They are outlined on the next page. 

PTO Meeting 
Sept. 10, 9:00 am 
Central Cafeteria 

Let’s Get Acquainted (LGA)  
September 2nd from 6:00-7:00 pm Grades 3, 4, 5 
September 3rd from 6:00-7:00 pm Grades K, 1, 2  

Parents are invited to meet with grade level 
faculty and learn about the curriculum, 
classroom procedures, and expectations. 

Learn about PTO 
and Volunteer 
training immediately 
following. 
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Review the following documents and forms found 

on Central’s website, click Parent Resources: 

 Parent Handbook 

 Behavior Expectations 

 Official Note to Central Elementary 

 Travel Form 

 Cafeteria online payment and menu 

information 

State Tests (PSSA) 
Our students’ and teachers hard work was reflected 
by Central Elementary’s  PSSA (Pennsylvania 
System of School Assessment) exam results.  We 
scored well above the average state proficiency rates 
in all grade levels and tests. 
 
The State changed the PSSA test in 2015 in grades 3-
8 to reflect the new PA Core Standards. These new 
standards are more rigorous then the previous 
Academic Standards; therefore the test was 
completely revised to reflect that challenge.  
Consequently, PA proficiency rates dropped by 8% 
to 43%, depending the grade/test. More information 
will be forthcoming once scores are finalized.
 

Latch Key 
Due to changing state licensing requirements,  
the Township of Hampton Department of 
Community Services will no longer be able to 
offer their before and after care program at 
each elementary school.  The new program 
called “Kids Activity Club” will be housed at 
the Community Center and they have 
arranged for bus transportation to and from 
the elementary schools.  Please contact them 
directly if interested, 412-487-7870, ext. 374. 

Birthday Celebration Options 

PLEASE REVIEW 

Please be reminded to use our list of optional ideas 
for celebrating birthdays in school.  More 
information will be distributed at Let’s Get 
Acquainted and articulated in the Parent 
Handbook.  We hope that the options will continue 
to honor your child on his or her special day and 
make a small step to encouraging an overall 
healthier environment. 
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WELCOME BACK 
Let’s Get Acquainted (LGA):  Please note the 
date of your child’s grade level information 
night on page one.  I encourage you to attend 
because the homeroom teachers will provide a 
brief overview of the curriculum and their 
expectations.  We will also have some key 
support personnel available so that you can 
become familiar with the services in place to 
support student success in the classroom. 
 

Grade 1:  If your child attended our 
kindergarten, they had the opportunity at the 
end of last year to stay for lunch and practice 
entering a lunch number.  It is helpful to review 
this with your child until they have memorized 
their number.  We will have several staff 
helping during 1st grade lunch to ensure a 
smooth transition and make sure all students 
become comfortable with the procedures.  
Again, if they forget their number we will have 
our lists with us. 
 

Kindergarten Orientation, August 27th: Held 
on the first day of school.  Parents and their 
child should plan to attend the timeframe your 
child is assigned to attend kindergarten. 
 

9:00-9:45       Morning Kindergarten  
10:15-11:00   Afternoon Kindergarten 

 

We look forward to working in partnership with 
you to achieve a successful school year for all of 
our children. 
 
  
 Faculty Updates for 2015  

 Mrs. Rosek retired and Mrs. Herald was promoted to be the Elementary School Nurse. 
 Mrs. Herald’s replacement is to be determined. 
 Mrs. Fecik our Learning Support teacher is on a leave of absence for the year and her replacement is 

to be determined. 
 Miss McCarthy switched from Math Support to 2nd Grade Teacher. 
 Mrs. Lieberman switched from 2nd Grade Teacher to Math Support Teacher. 
 Ms. Tunie moved from 3rd to 2nd Grade. 
 Mrs. Mlinarich switched from 1st to Kindergarten. 
 We welcome Mrs. Mitchell and Miss Eiben as building substitutes who are our go-to teachers on 

staff who cover in the event of a teacher absence. 
 June Whitlinger retired:  Replacement TBD 
  
 

Kindergarten Summer Reading and Math 
Program:  July and August:  For incoming 
kindergarten students by invitation only.  The 
program’s focus centers on building academic 
and social skills. 
 

New Student Orientation, August 21st @ 
1:00 p.m.:  Only for new incoming students 
entering grades 1-5.  Students and families 
will have the opportunity to learn about 
Central, tour the school, and meet other new 
students.  You will learn about our new 
student buddy program. 
 

First Day of School, August 27th:  We spend 
the first several days of school assisting 
children to become acclimated to the location 
of their new classroom and other important 
spaces in the building.  We review bus room 
procedures and what to do when arriving and 
leaving the building.  Faculty and staff are 
stationed at doors and hallways to escort our 
students to their designated bus room until 
they become comfortable.  Students sit by 
homerooms, then teachers escort their classes 
to their rooms. Bus riders will enter the front 
of the school and students who ride a van or 
are driven will enter on the left side of the 
building.  It is helpful if students know their 
assigned homeroom teachers name.  Don’t 
worry if they forget, we have rosters to help 
us organize everyone.  
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New This Year… 
Reflex Math 

The School Board recently revised Police 916: 
Background Checks for Volunteers.  It is posted on the 
District website.  The policy defines who will need 
clearances to volunteer.   Since a majority of 
elementary volunteers now are termed “incidental 
visitors” and are in the presence of faculty/staff during 
their service, clearances will not be required for most 
circumstances.  

Lobby/Vestibule Renovation 

Technology 
All grade level classrooms have a projector and a 
Smartboard.  Each room, Grades K-2, have six iPads 
for center work or can be combined for a class lesson.  
We have a class set of iPads for the library and Grades 
3-5.  Grades 3-5 each have a mobile laptop lab and 
each teacher has an iPad to connect to the Smartboard.  
In addition, our Library has a computer lab with 30 
desktops and approximately ten other systems around 
the library. 

The three elementary schools piloted this online 
math practice website in Grade 2 last year.  Since it 
was a tremendous success in terms of student 
enjoyment of learning math facts combined with 
academic improvement, the District decided to 
purchase a school license for all three elementary 
schools.  The program will compliment our Math 
in Focus program mainly in first and second grade. 

Volunteer Policy 

Safety is paramount!  The lobby renovation is 
expected to be complete for the first student day.  
We now have a secure space for visitors to speak or 
interact with Mrs. Lomb, our school secretary.  
Visitors will only be “buzzed” into the building if 
they have an appointment or specific business to 
conduct. 
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It is our desire to keep families informed of the 
plethora of timelines, activities, opportunities, and 
general information that occur over the course of a 
school year.  We use many different venues to 
communicate this information.  
 

Scoop (Weekly Packet):  Central’s online weekly 
communication with all updated information and 
calendar changes.  It is published on Central’s 
website every Thursday, just click on the link.  Our 
PTO will email it to you each week if you sign-up, 
the form will come home the first day of school in 
the PTO Family Packet.  If there is a flyer that 
would need sent home in paper form, we typically 
send these home on Thursday’s as well.   
 
Infinite Campus our new online grade book for 
Grades 2-5 and is used to keep parents informed of  
their child’s academic progress.   
 
Wall Calendar:  Mailed to all families with District 
information and events that are similar to all three 
elementary schools. 
 
Central Calendar Dates List:  Provided at the 
beginning of the year, Central specific event dates.  
Also, found on Central’s website. 
 
Email Addresses and Phone Numbers are 
available on our website, please don’t hesitate to 
call if you have a question or concern.  
 

We have purchased a new student information 
management system called Infinite Campus 
that will replace Pinnacle.  Information with 
your usernames and passwords for the new 
student information system, which includes a 
family portal to student attendance, real-time 
grades (grades 2-5), school and district 
information, teacher information, and 
calendars, will be available in September. 
Parents will have a family username and 
password to access student information for all 
of their children in the Hampton Township 
School District.  The District will offer 
training for parents beginning in September. 
 
Similar to Pinnacle, Infinite Campus has 
automatic notification options if you wish to 
receive a regular alert on your phone via a 
mobile app of your child’s grades.  You must 
turn this function on if you wish to receive 
regular updates on your phone.  Directions 
will be forthcoming. 
 
Student in grades 2-5 will continue to have 
online grade book viewing.  Teachers expect 
that parents continually review their child’s 
grades to keep up to date.  
 
 

 
Positive Behavior Support  

(PBS) 
The three elementary schools worked together 
last year to create a Positive Behavior Support 
Program which we named PAWS.   This is a 
matrix of behavioral expectations that will be 
taught and reinforced by faculty.  It will 
replace the Central Pledge.  More information 
can be found on the website Behavior 
Expectations and at Let’s Get Acquainted. 

 

Communication Venues Online Grade Book: 
Infinite Campus 



 

 

  

Looking forward to a great school year!  

Back to School Packet 
Look for the following information that will come home with your 

child the first day of school.  Some of the items need returned. 

 Additional Calendar Dates 

 Authorization for Release Form 

 Health Card 

 Behavior Expectations Signature Page 

 Free/Reduced Lunch Program Information 

 Student and the Media Form 

 Computer Use Policy 

 Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

 PTO Family Packet 
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Central have partnered with Office Depot to fulfill all of your school supplies needs at discount 
prices.  New this year, online and in-store shopping is offered instead of ordering through Central 
PTO.  Either option is available ALL YEAR! 
All you need is to go online and create a personal account on Office Depot’s website.  Directions 
to register to create your personal account can be found on Central’s webpage under “Parent 
Resources”.  Happy shopping! 
 

School Supplies 


