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Hampton Middle School Student Crowned State Geography Bee Champion 

Hampton Middle School student Tejas Badgujar was crowned the 2015 National Geographic State Bee Champion 

on Friday, March 27 in Harrisburg. 

Young geography whizzes from fourth to eighth grade in each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, U.S. Atlantic 

and Pacific territories and the Department of Defense Dependents Schools competed in the state Bees.  

The winning question was “What country includes the islands of Melville, Mornington and Bathurst?” Tejas 

responded with the correct answer of Australia.  

“I am very happy about winning the state competition, and am happy that all of my hard work has paid off,” said 

Tejas.  

Tejas and the winners from the other state Bees will receive an all-expenses paid trip to Washington, D.C. in May 

for the national championship. The national champion will receive a $50,000 college scholarship, a lifetime 

membership in the Society and a trip to the Galapagos Islands, courtesy of Lindbald Expeditions and National 

Geographic. Second- and third-place winners will receive $25,000 and $10,000 college scholarships respectively.  

“National Geographic believes in the power of science, exploration and storytelling to change the world,” said 

National Geographic Society President and CEO Gary Knell. “Through experiences like the National Geographic 

Bee, we are teaching students about the world and how it works, empowering them to succeed and to make it a 

better place.” 

Although he is nervous about going to the National Finals, Tejas said he is very excited to meet Knell, who will be 

present at the National Bee. He also is excited to meet Jennifer Fitzpatrick, Vice President of Engineering for 

Google Earth and Maps, who also will be in attendance at the National Bee.  

“I’m also looking forward to the experience of meeting other people who are as educated and passionate about 

geography as I am,” Tejas said.  

Tejas will be accompanied to the National Bee by his parents, Sunil and Snehal, and his younger sister, Saisha.  

The national championship preliminary rounds will take place on Monday, May 11. The final rounds, beginning May 

13, will feature the top 10 finalists and will be moderated by award-winning journalist Soledad O’Brien. The National 

Geographic Channel will air the final round of the National Bee at 8 p.m. on Friday, May 15.  

 

                

Hampton Township School District works collaboratively with the community to support all children in becoming creative and innovative 

problem-solvers and communicators. The District maintains high expectations by furthering our tradition of excellence as our students 

develop the knowledge, character and integrity to impact the world. 


